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A SENIOR J-K government offi- 
cialand atwo-year-old girl,were 
among those Kkilled, officials 
said. Residents of Jammu city 
and other major towns of the 
division woke up to air raid 
sirens and deafening sounds of 
explosions around 5 am, while 
the border residents spent a 
sleepless night in the wake of 
intense shelling from across 
theborder. 

Raj Kumar Thapa, additional 
district development commis- 
sioner, Rajouri, and his two staff 

members were seriously injured 
when an artillery shell hit his 
official residence in Rajouri 
town, the officialssaid. Theywere 
rushedto the Government Med- 
ical College where Thapa suc- 
cumbed to hisinjuries, theysaid. 
Condoling Thapa's death,Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah said in 
apost on X,"Devastating news 
from Rajouri.We havelostaded- 
icated officer of the [-KAdminis- 

tration Services....I've no words 
toexpress myshock &sadnessat 

| FROM THE FRONT PAGE 

7 killed, 7 BSF menamong What moved 
many injured in Pak shelling the needle? 

this terrible loss of life. May his 
soul rest in peace."Two more per- 
sons — two-year-old Aisha Noor 
and Mohd Shohib (35) — were 
killed and three others were 
injuredin Pakistanishelling near 
an industrial area in Rajouri 
town, the officials said. Accord- 

ing to the officials,a 55-year-old 

woman named Rashida Bi lost 
her life when a mortar shell hit 
her house at Kanghra-Galhutta 
village in Mendhar sector of 
Poonch district. In another inci- 
dent,Ashok Kumar alias Shoki, a 
resident of Bidipur Jatta village, 
was killed in cross-border firing 
alongtheinternational borderin 
the RS Pura sector of ammu dis- 

trict, theysaid.Eight BSF person- 
nel were injured in Pakistani 
shelling along the border in 
Jammu's RS Pura sector. One of 

them succumbed to his injuries 
and the rest are being treated. 
They are being treated at a mili- 
tary medical facility. Three more 
persons were also injured in 
intense shelling in Poonch and 
were evacuated to a hospital, 
officials said, adding that alocal 
journalist was injured in the 
Nowshera sector of Rajouri.Sev- 
eral persons were injured when 
artillery shells and suspected 
drones hit some residentialareas 
inJammu, including Rehari and 
Roop Nagarin Jammu city. 

Ceasefire announced, broken 
"IT WAS AGREED between them 
that both sides would stop all fir- 
ing and military action on land 
and inthe air and sea with effect 
from 1700 hours Indian Stan- 
dard Time today. Instructions 
have been given on both sides to 
give effect tothe understanding;” 
he added. The DGMOs will talk 
again atnoononMay 12, hesaid. 
The United States, however, 
claimed credit for brokering the 
ceasefire. 

Trumpsaid thetwo countries 
agreed on a full and immediate 
ceasefire “after a long night of 
talks mediated by the United 
States”. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said he and VP JD Vance 

“engaged with senior Indian and 
Pakistani officials, including 
prime ministers Narendra Modi 
and Shehbaz Sharif, external 

affairs minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, chief of army staff 
Asim Munir, and national secu- 

rity advisers Ajit Doval and Asim 
Malik”overthelast 48 hours.“We 
commend prime ministers Modi 
and Sharif on their wisdom, pru- 

dence, and statesmanship in 
choosing the path of peace,” he 
said in a press statement. Vance 

spoke with PM Modi, the New 
YorkTimes said,quoting aperson 
close to the Vice-President. 

In his statement, Rubio also 

said India and Pakistan “have 
agreed...to start talks on a broad 
setofissuesataneutralsite”This 
has been contested by Indian 
officials, who said all “coercive 

diplomacy measures” including 
the suspension of the Indus 
Water Treaty remain in place. 

External affairs minister S Jais- 

hankar framed the ceasefire as 
the working out of an “under- 
standing” between India and 
Pakistan.“India has consistently 
maintained a firm and uncom- 
promising stance against terror- 
ism in all its forms and manifes- 
tations. It will continue to do so,” 

he posted. 
Having drawn new redlines 

by conducting strikes on terror 
sites not just in Pakistan-occu- 
pied Kashmir but across the 
International Border deep inside 

Any future terror act will 
be war against India: Govt 
ATOP GOVERNMENT source 

said,"Any future act of terror 
inIndiawillbe considered an 
actof waragainstthe country 
and will be responded to 
accordingly." An "act of war" 
under international law 
refers to a country's hostile 
action againstanother,giving 

the aggrieved nation a legiti- 
mate ground to target the 
aggressor. Four government 
sources also told Reuters that 
the Indus Waters Treaty 
between India and Pakistan 
remains suspended, despite 
both countries reaching a 
ceasefire agreement on Sat- 

urday.The treaty, mediated by 
the World Bank in 1960, reg- 
ulates the division of water 
from the Indus River and 
its tributaries between India 
and Pakistan. 

India had pulled out of it 
last month after a Pakistan- 

backed attack targeting 
tourists in Pahalgam. “Indus 
Waters Treaty was notreallya 
part of (ceasefire) discus- 
sions,"said asource from Pak- 
istan's water ministry. 

An Indian government 

source also told Reuters there 
was "no change in stand" on 
the treaty. There was no 
immediate response from 
India's foreign ministry on 
the matter, or from officialsat 
Pakistan's water ministryand 
the information minister. 

Two sources from the 
Indian government told 
Reuters that all measures 
taken against Pakistan, 
including on trade and visas, 
would remainin place despite 
the pauseinviolence between 
the countries. India's foreign 
ministrydidnotimmediately 
respond toarequest for com- 
ment on the matter. 

Pakistan, Jaishankar’s assertion 

underlines that Islamabad will 
have to pay a heavy price for 
state-sponsored terrorism. 

Sources said the decision to 
stop firing and military action 
wasworked out “directlybetween 
thetwocountries” and therewas 
no“third party involvement”. 

“The Pakistan DGMO initi- 
ated the call this afternoon, 
after which discussions took 
place andan understanding was 
reached. There is no decision to 
hold talks on any other issue at 
any other place,” a source,who 
did not wish to be named, said. 

Further, there are “no pre-con- 
ditions” and “no post-condi- 
tions”to the understanding, the 
source said. Earlier in the day, 
aftera phone conversation with 
Rubio, Jaishankar had said that 

India’s approach has always 
been measured and responsi- 
ble. Rubio, who also spoke to 
Munir, said that he “offered US 

assistanceinstarting construc- 
tive talks in order to avoid 
future conflicts”. 

THE RECENT LAUNCH of the 

WindsorPro,whichfeaturesasig- 
nificantly larger 52.9-kWh bat- 
tery pack, is expected to further 
boostWindsor’slead. Marketana- 
lysts suggest this could intensify 
the competitive pressure on Tata 
Motors,especiallyasthe newvari- 
antpositionsitself against notjust 

the Nexonand Punch EVsbutalso 
Tatas newlylaunched CurvvEV. 

Windsor EV’s swift rise has 
been attributed toa combination 
of smart pricing strategies, prod- 
uct design, and aggressive mar- 
keting.Akeyfactorthatworkedin 
its favourwas the introduction of 
abatteryasaaervice (BaaS)model. 
Thisallowed buyerstoacquire the 
car for an initial price of ¥9.99 
lakh,excluding the cost of thebat- 
tery,which was offered on a pay- 
per-kilometre basis at ¥3.5 per 
km. This made the Windsor EV 
more financially accessible than 
Nexon EV,which startsat 312.49 

lakh, and even the smaller Punch 
| EV,priced from 39.99 lakh. 

RUBIO HAD ALREADY spoken to 

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and the fact that he esca- 
lated it to the Pak army chief was 
telling. That this was a late devel- 
opment precipitated bytheevents 
of thelast 48 hours - theblackouts 
and the attacks on eitherside - is 
clearfrom the chronology.On May 
1, Rubio had spoken to external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar and 

“encouraged India to work with 
Pakistan to de-escalate tensions 
and maintain peace and security 
in South Asia” That was seen as a 
perfunctorycall. OnMay 7,shortly 
after India struck at nine terror 
locationsin Pakistan and PoK,NSA 

AjitDovalbriefed Rubio. 
On May 8,Rubio spoke toJais- 

hankar and emphasised the need 
for“immediate de-escalation”. He 
expressed “US support for direct 
dialogue between India and Pak- 
istan and encouraged continued 
efforts to improve communica- 
tions”. This series of calls set the 
stage forwhat the USstate depart- 
mentcalleda“US-brokered cease- 
fire between India and Pakistan” 
initsannouncement. 

India insists that India and 
Pakistan came to an understand- 
ing bilaterally and there was “no 
third party involvement”. Besides 
Rubio, US President Donald 

Trump and Vice-President | D 
Vance also talked about their role. 

“Over the past 48 hours, @VP 
Vance and I have engaged with 
senior Indian and Pakistani offi- 
cials, including Prime Ministers 
Narendra Modi and Shehbaz 
Sharif, EAM S Jaishankar, Chief of 

Army Staff Asim Munir, and 
National Security Advisors Ajit 
Doval &Asim Malik,"Rubio posted 
onX, giving the cast of characters 
and the phone lines that worked 
between Delhi, Washington DC, 

Islamabad and Rawalpindi.Vance, 
according to NYT, spoke to PM 
Modi.“Greatwork from the Presi- 
dent’s team, especially Secretary 
Rubio. And my gratitude to the 
leaders of India and Pakistan for 
theirhardwork andwillingnessto 
engage in this ceasefire,”the USVP 
posted onX.Afterthe May 7 strikes 
on headquarters of Lashkar-e- 
Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed in 

Pakistan, Delhi faced a barrage of 
drone attacks along the northern 
and western sectors of the border 

| whichit managed to intercept.On 

According to an industry 
expert, “This pricing strategy cre- 
ated a perceptionthat consumers 
were gettingamorespacious, pre- 

miumvehicleatamoreaffordable 
price, which drew significant 
interest at dealerships”. Windsor 
EV also benefitted from three 
notable value additions — alife- 
timebatterywarrantyforthefirst 
owner, a 60% buyback value 
assurance after three years or 
45,000 km,and one year of free 

access to public charging points 
linked via the MG eHUB app, 
which covers nearly 9,000 loca- 

' @ COVID-19 MORTALITY DATA 

Excess deaths in line with 
pre-2020 trend, says govt 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 10 

— 
US State Sé_cy Marco Rubio 

May 8, it hit and destroyed the air 
defence system in Lahore. Pak’s 
retaliation was aggressive in 

Jammu, Pathankot and Udham- 
pur,aswellasuptoJaisalmer.India 
was able to intercept about 400 
drones because of its air defence 
system. But, then Pakistan 
attacked Srinagar in the early 
hours on May 10. 

But thelastthree nightsoften- 
sionaftermilitaryhostilities, Delhi 
woke up on Saturday with a Pak- 
istan attack that was intercepted 
in Sirsa — barely 240 km from 
Delhi. The target of locations like 
Chandigarh meant that the 
attacksand targetsbyPakonIndia 
were notjustconfined tothe north 
and western sectors of the India- 
Pakistan border. From the Indian 
perspective, the strategicimpera- 

tive of peace was important, after 
it had established superiority 
against Pak — by defending itself 
intheface of barrage ofdroneand 
missile attacks. For Pak, Gen 
Munir was also able to convey to 
his domestic audience that 
Rawalpindiwas not takingitlying 
down, and was able to respond 
aggressively against India. The 
needle moved in Washington DC 
asPakgottheIMFbailout package 
— despite India’s abstention. This 
gave Islamabad an off-ramp, as it 
wasableto portrayawin —despite 
Delhi’s objections. For Delhi, an 
uneasy peace has been secured — 
redlines on “terrorism have been 
drawn”—asan official source said 
that “any terror attack in future 
will be deemed asan act of war”, 

and it has clearly said that other 
diplomaticand economicretalia- 
tory steps will remain in place, 
including the abeyance of the 
World Bank-brokered Indus Water 
Treaty.The most challenging task 
will be that how long will the 
ceasefirehold —willbeuptotothe 
two  militaries and the 
establishment in Pak, led by Gen 
Munirand his NSA-cum-ISI chief 
Lt Gen Malik. 

‘Windsor outsells Nexon, Punch 
tions across the country. 

While the original Windsor 
EVcamewitha 38-kWhbattery, 
the newly introduced Windsor 
Pro’s 52.9-kWh capacity makes 
ita direct challenger to the Tata 
CurvvEV,whichisavailablewith 
45-kWh and 55-kWh battery 
options. Priced from ¥17.49 
lakh to ¥21.99 lakh, Curvv EV 
has averaged 800 units in 
monthly sales, but analysts 
believe the more aggressively 
priced Windsor Pro,at ¥12.49 
lakh under the BaaS model and 
%17.49 lakh all-inclusive, will 

likely undercut Curvv’s momen- 
tum. There are reports of dis- 
counts of up to ¥1.71 lakh on 
CurvvEVmodels manufactured 
in 2024. Although Mahindra’s 
new EVs, BE 6 and XEV 9e, have 

garnered over 30,000 
bookings, their premium posi- 
tioning and higher battery 
capacities (59 kWhand 79 kWh) 
mean they cater to a different 
consumer segment. 

INDIA'S CUMULATIVE EXCESS 

mortality for 2020-2021 was 
9.3% higher than expected 
deaths, a figure which was lower 
thanthat of the US, Italyand Rus- 
sia, official sources said, referring 

to the latest Civil Registration 
System (CRS) data. 

Sources pointed out that the 
number of deaths documented 
in the CRS has been increasing 
over time, even in the years pre- 

ceding the Covid-19 outbreakin 
2020, theysaid. 

The excess mortality is the 
additionalnumberof deaths,due 
to all causes during a crisis such 
asCovid-19,above the numberof 

deaths expected to be reported 
during"normal” conditions. 

The annual increment 
observed in a given year, com- 
pared to the previous year, has 
varied from 1.3% in 2016 to 
9.93%in 2019, withtheaverage 
increase over three preceding 
years (2016 to 2019) estimated 
at6.42% perannum.The annual 
secular increase in deaths regis- 
tered in CRS can be attributed to 
severalreasons,including alarger 
population cohort, maturing 
reporting  processes  and 
increased awareness of the need 
for registration,leading to higher 

Archery 
World Cup: 
India bag 
five medals 

Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
strikes gold in Archery 
World Cup X 

CAPPING A DREAM comeback, 
Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
clinched her maiden individual 
World Cup gold to headline 
India's glittering medal collec- 
tion in the compound section, 
two gold, one silver and two 
bronze at the Archery Stage 2 
showpiece here on Saturday. 

Unranked for being in the 
sidelines for three years, Mad- 
hura produced a sensational 
upturn in the final, edging out 
USA's CarsonKrahe 139-138 to 
seal the top podium. 

The 24-year-old from Amra- 
vati, Maharashtra, had earlier 

bagged a team silver and a 
mixed teambronze,completing 
afinethree-medal haul. 

However, Madhura's indi- 

vidual finalwas aroller-coaster 
affair. She opened with a per- 
fect 30, including two Xs, but 

faltered with two 8sin the sec- 
ond end and a costly 7 in the 
third, trailing 81-85. Krahe, 

ranked 52nd and a World Cup 
team bronze medallist last 
year, capitalised with a perfect 
30 in the third end. Unde- 
terred, Madhura showed 
nervesof'steel, shootinganear- 
flawless 29 in the fourth to 
level the match at 110-all. 
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The annual increase can be 
attributed to a larger 
population cohort 

registration levels, sources said. 
Theannual secularincreaseisthe 
long-term,consistentincreasein 

deaths overayear.Thistrend has 
been further accentuated over 
the years by the mandatory 
requirements for death certifi- 
cateslinked to pension schemes, 
social securitybenefits,and prop- 
erty issues. Besides, Covid-19 
death compensation required 
death certification, prompting 
registration under CRS, the 
sources stated."Our teams con- 
ducted preliminary analyses of 
CRS data to assess cumulative 
excess deaths in the years 2020 
and 2021,"an official sourcesaid. 

Based on the three-year 
(2016-19), annual rate of 

increase of 6.42% mentioned 
above, the expected number of 
deaths would be 81,31,869 in 

2020and 86,54,185in2021. 
However,the observed deaths 

were 81,15,882 in 2020 and 

1,02,24,5061in 2021.The excess 

deaths, defined as observed 
minus  expected  deaths, 
were (-)15,987 and 15,70,321, 
respectively,the source said. 

"Thus, the total excess deaths 

over the two-year period 
amountedto 15,54,334.Asa per- 
centage, thisis 9.3% higher than 
the expected deaths. This trans- 
lates into about 1,249 excess 

deaths per one million popula- 
tion,"the source said. 

It must be emphasised that 
excess deaths in these years are 
not equal to Covid-19 direct 
deaths, the source underlined. 

These excess deaths include 
reported Covid-19 deaths 
(4,81,080 by the end of 2021), 
unreported Covid-19 deaths, 
deathsduetoallothercauses,and 
possibleindirect effects of Covid- 
19."To benchmark these esti- 
mates, subject to more nuanced 
future analyses, we compared 
cumulative excess deaths in 
India for 2020 and 2021 with 
those of selected countries that 
provide publiclyavailable dataon 
excess mortality duringthesame 
period,"the source said. 

'US-China pursue Geneva 
talks on easing trade war 
REUTERS 

Geneva, May 10 

CHINESE VICE PREMIER He 

Lifeng held talks with US Trea- 
sury Secretary Scott Bessent on 

Saturday ina tentative first step 
towards defusing a trade war 
that is disrupting the global 
economy. Bessent and He were 

meeting in Geneva after weeks 
of growing tensions in which 
duties on goods imports 
between the world's two largest 
economies have soared far 
beyond 100%. 

The talks were still under 
way late on Saturday afternoon 
and were widely expected to 
continue on Sunday. 

Thetrade dispute,combined 
with US President Donald 
Trump's decision last month to 
impose duties on dozens of 
other countries, has disrupted 
supply chains, unsettled finan- 
cial markets and stoked fears of 
asharp global downturn. 

Thelocation of the talks in 
the Swiss diplomatic hub was 
not made public. However, 
witnesses saw both delega- 
tions returning to the resi- 

dence of Switzerland'sambas- 
sador to the UN in the leafy 
suburb of Cologny after a 
lunch break where they 
remained for several hours. 
They had met for around two 
hours in the morning at the 
gated villa which has its own 
private park overlooking Lake 
Geneva. Earlier, US officials 

including Bessent and US 
Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer smiled as 

theyleft their hotelon theway 
to the talks, wearing red ties 
and American flags on their 
lapels. Bessent declined to 
speak to reporters. 

At the same time, Mercedes 

vans with tinted windows were 
seen leaving a hotel where the 
Chinese delegation was staying 

on the lakeside as runners 
preparing for a weekend 
marathon warmed up in the 
sunshine. 

Washington is seeking to 
reduceitstrade deficitwith Bei- 
jing and convince China to 
renounce what the United 
States says is amercantilist eco- 

nomic model and contribute 
more to global consumption, a 
shift that would require politi- 
cally sensitive  domestic 
reforms. Beijing has pushed 
back against what it sees as 
external interference. It wants 
Washington to lower tariffs, 
clarify what it wants China to 
buy more of,and treat it as an 
equal on the world stage. 

"China's determination to 
protect its national develop- 
ment interests is as solid as a 
rock,and its stance and goals in 
defending international fair- 
nessand justice,as wellas main- 
taining theglobal economicand 
trade order, remain unwaver- 
ing," Chinese state news agency 
Xinhuasaid inacommentaryon 
Saturday.With distrust running 
high, both sides have been keen 
not to appear weak, and eco- 
nomic analysts have lowexpec- 
tations of a breakthrough. 

US President Donald Trump 
said onFriday thatan 809 tariff 
on Chinese goods"seemsright", 
suggesting for the first timea 
specificalternative tothe 145% 
levies he has imposed on Chi- 
neseimports. 

He has suggested the discus- 
sions were initiated by China. 
Beijing said the U.S. requested 
thediscussionsand that China's 
policyof opposing US tariffshad 
not changed. China could be 
looking for the same 90-day 
waiver on tariffs that Washing- 
tonhasgiven othercountriesas 
negotiations take place, while 
any kind of tariff reductionand 
follow-up talkswouldbe seenas 
positive by investors. 
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7 killed, 7 BSF menamong What moved 

FROM THE FRONT PAGE 

many injured in Pak shelling the needle? 
A SENIOR J-K government offi- 
cialand a two-year-old girl, were 
among those Kkilled, officials 
said. Residents of Jammu city 
and other major towns of the 
division woke up to air raid 
sirens and deafening sounds of 
explosions around 5 am, while 
the border residents spent a 
sleepless night in the wake of 
intense shelling from across 
theborder. 

Raj Kumar Thapa, additional 
district development commis- 
sioner, Rajouri, and his two staff 

members were seriously injured 
when an artillery shell hit his 
official residence in Rajouri 
town, the officials said. They were 
rushed tothe Government Med- 
ical College where Thapa suc- 
cumbed tohis injuries, theysaid. 
Condoling Thapa's death,Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah said in 
apost on X,"Devastating news 
from Rajouri.We have lost aded- 
icated officerof the J-KAdminis- 

tration Services....I've no words 
to expressmy shock & sadness at 

this terrible loss of life. May his 
soulrest in peace."Twomore per- 
sons — two-year-old Aisha Noor 
and Mohd Shohib (35) — were 
killed and three others were 
injured in Pakistanishelling near 
an industrial area in Rajouri 
town, the officials said. Accord- 

ing to the officials,a 55-year-old 

woman named Rashida Bi lost 
her life when a mortar shell hit 
her house at Kanghra-Galhutta 
village in Mendhar sector of 
Poonch district. In another inci- 
dent,Ashok Kumar alias Shoki,a 

resident of Bidipur Jatta village, 
was killed in cross-border firing 
along theinternational borderin 
the RS Pura sectorof Jammu dis- 

trict,theysaid.Eight BSF person- 
nel were injured in Pakistani 
shelling along the border in 
Jammu's RS Pura sector. One of 

them succumbed to his injuries 
and the rest are being treated. 
They are being treated at a mili- 
tary medical facility. Three more 
persons were also injured in 
intense shelling in Poonch and 
were evacuated to a hospital, 
officials said,adding that a local 
journalist was injured in the 
Nowshera sector of Rajouri. Sev- 
eral persons were injured when 
artillery shells and suspected 
drones hit some residentialareas 
inJammu, including Rehari and 
Roop Nagarin Jammucity. 

Ceasefire announced, broken 
“IT WAS AGREED between them 
that both sides would stop all fir- 
ing and military action on land 
and in the airand sea with effect 
from 1700 hours Indian Stan- 
dard Time today. Instructions 
have been given on both sides to 
give effect tothe understanding,” 
he added. The DGMOs will talk 
againatnoononMay 12 hesaid. 
The United States, however, 

claimed credit for brokering the 
ceasefire. 

Trump said the two countries 
agreed on a fulland immediate 
ceasefire “after a long night of 
talks mediated by the United 
States”. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said he and VP JD Vance 

“engaged with senior Indianand 
Pakistani officials, including 
prime ministers Narendra Modi 
and Shehbaz Sharif, external 

affairs minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, chief of army staff 
Asim Munir, and national secu- 

rity advisers Ajit Doval and Asim 
Malik” overthe last 48 hours.“We 
commend prime ministers Modi 
and Sharif on theirwisdom, pru- 

dence, and statesmanship in 
choosing the path of peace,”he 
said in a press statement.Vance 
spoke with PM Modi, the New 
York Times said, quoting a person 
closeto the Vice-President. 

In his statement, Rubio also 

said India and Pakistan “have 
agreed...to start talks ona broad 
setofissuesataneutralsite”This 
has been contested by Indian 
officials, who said all “coercive 

diplomacy measures” including 
the suspension of the Indus 
Water Treaty remain in place. 
External affairs minister S Jais- 

hankar framed the ceasefire as 
the working out of an “under- 
standing” between India and 
Pakistan.“India has consistently 
maintained a firm and uncom- 
promising stance against terror- 
ism in all its forms and manifes- 
tations. It will continue to do so,” 

he posted. 
Having drawn new redlines 

by conducting strikes on terror 
sites not just in Pakistan-occu- 
pied Kashmir but across the 
International Border deep inside 

Any future terror act will 
be war against India: Govt 
ATOP GOVERNMENT source 

said,"Any future act of terror 
in India will be considered an 
actof waragainst the country 
and will be responded to 
accordingly."An"act of war" 
under international law 
refers to a country's hostile 
action against another, giving 
the aggrieved nation a legiti- 
mate ground to target the 
aggressor. Four government 
sources also told Reuters that 
the Indus Waters Treaty 
between India and Pakistan 
remains suspended, despite 
both countries reaching a 
ceasefire agreement on Sat- 
urday.The treaty, mediated by 
the World Bank in 1960, reg- 
ulates the division of water 
from the Indus River and 
its tributaries between India 
and Pakistan. 

India had pulled out of it 
last month after a Pakistan- 

backed attack targeting 
tourists in Pahalgam. “Indus 
WatersTreatywas not reallya 
part of (ceasefire) discus- 
sions,"said a source from Pak- 

istan'swater ministry. 
An Indian government 

sourcealso told Reuters there 
was "no change in stand" on 
the treaty. There was no 
immediate response from 
India's foreign ministry on 
the matter, or from officials at 

Pakistan's water ministryand 
the information minister. 

Two sources from the 
Indian government told 
Reuters that all measures 
taken against Pakistan, 
including on trade and visas, 
would remain in place despite 
the pausein violence between 
the countries. India's foreign 
ministry did not immediately 
respond to a request for com- 
ment on the matter. 

Pakistan, Jaishankar’s assertion 

underlines that Islamabad will 
have to pay a heavy price for 
state-sponsored terrorism. 

Sources said the decision to 
stop firing and military action 
wasworked out“directly between 
thetwo countries”,and therewas 

no “third party involvement”. 
“The Pakistan DGMO initi- 

ated the call this afternoon, 

after which discussions took 
place and an understandingwas 
reached.There is no decision to 
hold talks on any other issue at 
any other place,”a source, who 
did not wish to be named, said. 

Further, there are “no pre-con- 
ditions” and “no post-condi- 
tions”to the understanding, the 
source said. Earlier in the day, 
aftera phone conversation with 
Rubio, Jaishankar had said that 

India’s approach has always 
been measured and responsi- 
ble. Rubio, who also spoke to 
Munir, said that he “offered US 

assistance in starting construc- 
tive talks in order to avoid 
future conflicts”. 

THE RECENT LAUNCH of the 

Windsor Pro,which featuresasig- 
nificantly larger 52.9-kWh bat- 
tery pack, is expected to further 
boostWindsor’slead. Marketana- 
lysts suggest this could intensify 
the competitive pressure on Tata 
Motors,especiallyasthe newvari- 
ant positionsitselfagainstnotjust 
theNexonand PunchEVsbutalso 
Tatas newlylaunched CurvvEV. 

Windsor EV’s swift rise has 
beenattributed toacombination 
of smart pricing strategies, prod- 
uct design,and aggressive mar- 
keting.Akey factorthatworkedin 
its favourwas theintroduction of 
abatteryasaaervice(BaaS)model. 
This allowed buyers toacquirethe 
car for an initial price of ¥9.99 
lakh,excluding the cost of thebat- 
tery,which was offered on a pay- 
per-kilometre basis at ¥3.5 per 
km. This made the Windsor EV 
more financially accessible than 
Nexon EV,which startsat ¥12.49 

lakh, and even the smaller Punch 

| EV,priced from ¥9.99 lakh. 

RUBIO HAD ALREADY spoken to 

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and the fact that he esca- 
lated it to the Pak army chief was 
telling. That this was a late devel- 
opment precipitated bythe events 
ofthelast48 hours —theblackouts 
and the attacks on either side - is 
clearfrom the chronology.On May 
1, Rubio had spoken to external 
affairs minister S Jaishankarand 

“encouraged India to work with 
Pakistan to de-escalate tensions 
and maintain peace and security 
in South Asia” That was seenas a 
perfunctorycall. On May7,shortly 
after India struck at nine terror 
locationsin Pakistanand PoK,NSA 

Ajit Doval briefed Rubio. 
On May 8,Rubio spoke toJais- 

hankarand emphasised the need 
for“immediate de-escalation”. He 
expressed “US support for direct 
dialogue between India and Pak- 
istan and encouraged continued 
efforts to improve communica- 
tions”. This series of calls set the 
stageforwhatthe USstate depart- 
ment called a“US-brokered cease- 
fire between India and Pakistan” 
initsannouncement. 

India insists that India and 
Pakistan came to an understand- 
ing bilaterally and there was “no 
third party involvement”. Besides 
Rubio, US President Donald 

Trump and Vice-President | D 
Vancealso talked about their role. 

“Over the past 48 hours, @VP 
Vance and I have engaged with 
senior Indian and Pakistani offi- 
cials, including Prime Ministers 
Narendra Modi and Shehbaz 
Sharif, EAM S Jaishankar, Chief of 

Army Staff Asim Munir, and 
National Security Advisors Ajit 
Doval &Asim Malik,’Rubio posted 
onX,giving the cast of characters 
and the phone lines that worked 
between Delhi, Washington DC, 

Islamabadand Rawalpindi.Vance, 
according to NYT, spoke to PM 
Modi.“Greatwork from the Presi- 
dent’s team, especially Secretary 
Rubio. And my gratitude to the 
leaders of India and Pakistan for 
theirhardworkandwillingnessto 
engagein thisceasefire,"the USVP 
postedonX.Afterthe May 7 strikes 
on headquarters of Lashkar-e- 
Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed in 

Pakistan, Delhi faced a barrage of 
drone attacks along the northern 
and western sectors of the border 

| whichitmanagedtointercept.On 

According to an industry 
expert,“This pricing strategy cre- 
ateda perceptionthat consumers 
weregettingamorespacious, pre- 
miumvehicleatamoreaffordable 
price, which drew significant 
interest at dealerships”. Windsor 
EV also benefitted from three 
notable value additions - alife- 
timebatterywarrantyfor the first 
owner, a 60% buyback value 
assurance after three years or 
45,000 km, and one year of free 

access to public charging points 
linked via the MG eHUB app, 
which covers nearly 9,000 loca- 

| - 
US State Sécy Marco Rubio 

May 8,it hitand destroyed the air 
defence system in Lahore. Pak’s 
retaliation was aggressive in 
Jammu, Pathankot and Udham- 

pur,aswellasuptoJaisalmer.India 
was able to intercept about 400 
drones because of its air defence 
system. But, then Pakistan 
attacked Srinagar in the early 
hours on May 10. 

But thelastthree nightsof ten- 
sionaftermilitary hostilities, Delhi 
woke up on Saturday with a Pak- 
istan attack that was intercepted 
in Sirsa — barely 240 km from 
Delhi. The target of locations like 
Chandigarh meant that the 
attacksandtargetsbyPakonIndia 
werenotjustconfined tothenorth 
and western sectors of the India- 
Pakistan border. From the Indian 
perspective, the strategic impera- 
tive of peace was important, after 
it had established superiority 
against Pak — by defending itself 
in theface of barrage of droneand 
missile attacks. For Pak, Gen 

Munir was also able to convey to 
his domestic audience that 
Rawalpindiwasnottakingitlying 
down, and was able to respond 
aggressively against India. The 
needle moved in Washington DC 
asPakgot the IMFbailout package 
— despite India’s abstention. This 
gave Islamabad an off-ramp, as it 
was able to portrayawin —despite 
Delhi’s objections. For Delhi,an 
uneasy peace has been secured — 
redlines on “terrorism have been 
drawn”—asan official source said 
that “any terror attack in future 
will be deemed as an act of war”, 

and it has clearly said that other 
diplomaticand economicretalia- 
tory steps will remain in place, 
including the abeyance of the 
World Bank-brokered Indus Water 
Treaty.The most challenging task 
will be that how long will the 
ceasefirehold —willbeuptotothe 
two  militaries and the 
establishment in Pak, led by Gen 
Munirand his NSA-cum-ISI chief 
Lt Gen Malik. 

‘Windsor outsells Nexon, Punch 
tions across the country. 

While the original Windsor 
EVcamewitha 38-kWhbattery, 
the newly introduced Windsor 
Pro’s 52.9-kWh capacity makes 
it a direct challenger to the Tata 
CurvvEV,whichisavailable with 

45-kWh and 55-kWh battery 
options. Priced from 17.49 
lakh to ¥21.99 lakh, Curvv EV 

has averaged 800 units in 
monthly sales, but analysts 
believe the more aggressively 
priced Windsor Pro, at ¥12.49 
lakh under the BaaS model and 
%17.49 lakh all-inclusive, will 

likelyundercut Curvv’s momen- 
tum. There are reports of dis- 
counts of up to ¥1.71 lakh on 
CurvvEVmodels manufactured 
in 2024. Although Mahindra’s 
new EVs, BE 6 and XEV 9e, have 

garnered over 30,000 
bookings, their premium posi- 
tioning and higher battery 
capacities (59 kWhand 79 kWh) 
mean they cater to a different 
consumer segment. 

_ | @ COVID-19 MORTALITY DATA 

" Excess deaths in line with 
pre-2020 trend, says govt 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 10 

INDIA'S CUMULATIVE EXCESS 

mortality for 2020-2021 was 
9.3% higher than expected 
deaths, a figure which was lower 
thanthatoftheUS, Italyand Rus- 
sia, official sources said, referring 

to the latest Civil Registration 
System (CRS)data. 

Sources pointed out that the 
number of deaths documented 
in the CRS hasbeen increasing 
over time, even in the years pre- 
ceding the Covid-19 outbreakin 
2020, they said. 

The excess mortality is the 
additionalnumber of deaths,due 

toall causes during a crisis such 
asCovid-19,above the numberof 

deaths expected tobe reported 
during"normal” conditions. 

The annual increment 
observed in a given year, com- 
pared to the previous year, has 
varied from 1.3% in 2016 to 
9.93%in 2019, with the average 
increase over three preceding 
years (2016 to 2019) estimated 
at6.42% perannum.Theannual 
secular increase in deaths regis- 
tered in CRS can be attributed to 
severalreasons,includingalarger 
population cohort, maturing 
reporting  processes  and 
increased awareness of the need 
forregistration,leading tohigher 

Archery 
World Cup: 
India bag 
five medals 

Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
strikes gold in Archery 
World Cup X 

CAPPING A DREAM comeback, 

Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
clinched her maiden individual 
World Cup gold to headline 
India's glittering medal collec- 
tion in the compound section, 
two gold, one silver and two 
bronze at the Archery Stage 2 
showpiece here on Saturday. 

Unranked for being in the 
sidelines for three years, Mad- 
hura produced a sensational 
upturn in the final, edging out 
USA's Carson Krahe 139-138 to 
seal the top podium. 

The 24-year-old from Amra- 
vati, Maharashtra, had earlier 

bagged a team silver and a 
mixed team bronze,completing 
afine three-medal haul. 

However, Madhura's indi- 

vidualfinalwasaroller-coaster 
affair. She opened with a per- 
fect 30, including two Xs, but 

faltered with two 8sin the sec- 
ond end and a costly 7 in the 
third, trailing 81-85. Krahe, 

ranked 52nd and a World Cup 
team bronze medallist last 
year, capitalised with a perfect 
30 in the third end. Unde- 
terred, Madhura showed 

nerves of steel,shooting anear- 
flawless 29 in the fourth to 
levelthe matchat 110-all. 

—PTI 

The annual increase can be 
attributed to a larger 
population cohort 

registration levels, sources said. 
Theannual secularincreaseis the 
long-term, consistentincreasein 
deaths overayear.This trend has 
been further accentuated over 
the years by the mandatory 
requirements for death certifi- 
cates linked to pension schemes, 
social security benefits,and prop- 
erty issues. Besides, Covid-19 
death compensation required 
death certification, prompting 
registration under CRS, the 
sources stated."Our teams con- 
ducted preliminary analyses of 
CRS data to assess cumulative 
excess deaths in the years 2020 
and 2021,"an official source said. 

Based on the three-year 
(2016-19), annual rate of 

increase of 6.42% mentioned 
above, the expected number of 
deaths would be 81,31,869 in 

2020and 86,54,185in2021. 
However,theobserveddeaths 

were 81,15,882 in 2020 and 

1,02,24,506in 2021.The excess 

deaths, defined as observed 

minus  expected  deaths, 
were (-)15,987 and 15,70,321, 
respectively, the source said. 

"Thus, the total excess deaths 

over the two-year period 
amountedto15,54,334.Asa per- 

centage, thisis 9.3% higherthan 
the expected deaths. This trans- 
lates into about 1,249 excess 

deaths per one million popula- 
tion,"the sourcesaid. 

It must be emphasised that 
excess deaths in these years are 
not equal to Covid-19 direct 
deaths, the source underlined. 

These excess deaths include 
reported Covid-19  deaths 
(4,81,080 by the end of 2021), 
unreported Covid-19 deaths, 
deathsduetoallothercauses,and 

possibleindirect effects of Covid- 
19."To benchmark these esti- 
mates, subject to more nuanced 
future analyses, we compared 
cumulative excess deaths in 
India for 2020 and 2021 with 
those of selected countries that 
provide publiclyavailable dataon 
excess mortality duringthe same 
period,"the source said. 

' US-China pursue Geneva 
talks on easing trade war 
REUTERS 

Geneva, May 10 

CHINESE VICE PREMIER He 

Lifeng held talks with US Trea- 
sury Secretary Scott Bessent on 
Saturdayin a tentativefirst step 
towards defusing a trade war 
that is disrupting the global 
economy. Bessent and He were 
meeting in Geneva after weeks 
of growing tensions in which 
duties on goods imports 
between the world's twolargest 
economies have soared far 
beyond 100%. 

The talks were still under 
way late on Saturday afternoon 
and were widely expected to 
continue on Sunday. 

Thetradedispute,combined 
with US President Donald 
Trump's decision last month to 
impose duties on dozens of 
other countries, has disrupted 
supply chains, unsettled finan- 
cial markets and stoked fears of 
asharp globaldownturn. 

Thelocation of the talks in 
the Swiss diplomatic hub was 
not made public. However, 
witnesses saw both delega- 
tions returning to the resi- 
dence of Switzerland'sambas- 
sador to the UN in the leafy 
suburb of Cologny after a 
lunch break where they 
remained for several hours. 
They had met for around two 
hours in the morning at the 
gated villa which has its own 
private park overlooking Lake 
Geneva. Earlier, US officials 

including Bessent and US 
Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer smiled as 

theyleft theirhotel on the way 
to the talks, wearing red ties 
and American flags on their 
lapels. Bessent declined to 
speak to reporters. 

At the same time, Mercedes 

vans with tinted windows were 
seen leaving a hotel where the 
Chinese delegation was staying 

on the lakeside as runners 
preparing for a weekend 
marathon warmed up in the 
sunshine. 

Washington is seeking to 
reduceits trade deficit with Bei- 
jing and convince China to 
renounce what the United 
States says isamercantilist eco- 
nomic model and contribute 
more to global consumption, a 
shift that would require politi- 
cally sensitive  domestic 
reforms. Beijing has pushed 
back against what it sees as 
external interference. It wants 
Washington to lower tariffs, 
clarify what it wants China to 
buy more of,and treat it as an 
equal on the world stage. 

"China's determination to 
protect its national develop- 
ment interests is as solid as a 
rock,and its stance and goals in 
defending international fair- 
nessand justice,aswellasmain- 
taining the global economicand 
trade order, remain unwaver- 

ing,"Chinese state news agency 
Xinhua saidina commentaryon 
Saturday.With distrust running 
high, both sides have been keen 
not to appear weak, and eco- 
nomicanalysts have low expec- 
tations ofa breakthrough. 

USPresident Donald Trump 
said on Friday thatan 809 tariff 
on Chinese goods"seems right", 
suggesting for the first time a 
specificalternativetothe 145% 
levies he has imposed on Chi- 
nese imports. 

Hehassuggested the discus- 
sions were initiated by China. 
Beijing said the U.S.requested 
thediscussionsand that China's 
policyofopposing US tariffshad 
not changed. China could be 
looking for the same 90-day 
waiver on tariffs that Washing- 
ton has given other countriesas 
negotiations take place, while 
any kind of tariff reduction and 
follow-uptalkswould beseenas 
positive by investors. 
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7 killed, 7 BSF menamong What moved 
many injured in Pak shelling 
A SENIOR J-K government offi- 
cialand atwo-year-old girl,were 
among those Kkilled, officials 
said. Residents of Jammu city 
and other major towns of the 
division woke up to air raid 
sirens and deafening sounds of 
explosions around 5 am, while 
the border residents spent a 
sleepless night in the wake of 
intense shelling from across 
theborder. 

Raj Kumar Thapa, additional 
district development commis- 
sioner, Rajouri, and his two staff 

members were seriously injured 
when an artillery shell hit his 
official residence in Rajouri 
town, the officials said. Theywere 
rushedto the Government Med- 
ical College where Thapa suc- 
cumbed to hisinjuries, theysaid. 
Condoling Thapa's death,Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah said in 
apost on X,"Devastating news 
from Rajouri.We havelostaded- 
icated officer of the [-KAdminis- 

tration Services....I've no words 
toexpress myshock &sadnessat 

this terrible loss of life. May his 
soul rest in peace."Two more per- 
sons — two-year-old Aisha Noor 
and Mohd Shohib (35) — were 
killed and three others were 
injuredin Pakistanishelling near 
an industrial area in Rajouri 
town, the officials said. Accord- 

ing to the officials,a 55-year-old 

woman named Rashida Bi lost 
her life when a mortar shell hit 
her house at Kanghra-Galhutta 
village in Mendhar sector of 
Poonch district. In another inci- 
dent,Ashok Kumar alias Shoki, a 

resident of Bidipur Jatta village, 
was killed in cross-border firing 
alongtheinternational borderin 
the RS Pura sector of ammu dis- 

trict, theysaid. Eight BSF person- 
nel were injured in Pakistani 
shelling along the border in 
Jammu's RS Pura sector. One of 

them succumbed to his injuries 
and the rest are being treated. 
They are being treated at a mili- 
tary medical facility. Three more 
persons were also injured in 
intense shelling in Poonch and 
were evacuated to a hospital, 
officials said, adding that alocal 
journalist was injured in the 
Nowshera sector of Rajouri.Sev- 
eral persons were injured when 
artillery shells and suspected 
drones hit some residential areas 
in Jammu, including Rehari and 
Roop Nagarin Jammu city. 

Ceasefire announced, broken 
"IT WAS AGREED between them 
thatboth sides would stop all fir- 
ing and military action on land 
and inthe air and sea with effect 
from 1700 hours Indian Stan- 
dard Time today. Instructions 
have been given on both sides to 
give effect tothe understanding;” 
he added. The DGMOs will talk 
again at noononMay 12, hesaid. 
The United States, however, 

claimed credit for brokering the 
ceasefire. 

Trumpsaid thetwo countries 
agreed on a full and immediate 
ceasefire “after a long night of 
talks mediated by the United 
States”. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said he and VP JD Vance 

“engaged with senior Indian and 
Pakistani officials, including 
prime ministers Narendra Modi 
and Shehbaz Sharif, external 
affairs minister Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, chief of army staff 
Asim Munir, and national secu- 
rity advisers Ajit Doval and Asim 
Malik”overthelast 48 hours.“We 
commend prime ministers Modi 
and Sharif on their wisdom, pru- 

dence, and statesmanship in 
choosing the path of peace,” he 
said in a press statement. Vance 

spoke with PM Modi, the New 
YorkTimes said,quoting aperson 
close to the Vice-President. 

In his statement, Rubio also 

said India and Pakistan “have 
agreed...to start talks on a broad 
setofissuesataneutralsite”This 
has been contested by Indian 
officials, who said all “coercive 
diplomacy measures” including 
the suspension of the Indus 
Water Treaty remain in place. 
External affairs minister S Jais- 

hankar framed the ceasefire as 
the working out of an “under- 
standing” between India and 
Pakistan.“India has consistently 
maintained a firm and uncom- 
promising stance against terror- 

ism in all its forms and manifes- 
tations. It will continue to do so,” 

he posted. 
Having drawn new redlines 

by conducting strikes on terror 
sites not just in Pakistan-occu- 
pied Kashmir but across the 
International Border deep inside 

Any future terror act will 
be war against India: Govt 
ATOP GOVERNMENT source 

said,"Any future act of terror 
inIndiawillbe considered an 
actof waragainstthe country 
and will be responded to 
accordingly." An "act of war" 
under international law 
refers to a country's hostile 
action againstanother,giving 
the aggrieved nation a legiti- 
mate ground to target the 
aggressor. Four government 
sources also told Reuters that 
the Indus Waters Treaty 
between India and Pakistan 
remains suspended, despite 
both countries reaching a 
ceasefire agreement on Sat- 

urday.The treaty, mediated by 
the World Bank in 1960, reg- 
ulates the division of water 
from the Indus River and 
its tributaries between India 
and Pakistan. 

India had pulled out of it 

backed attack targeting 
tourists in Pahalgam. “Indus 
Waters Treaty wasnotreallya 
part of (ceasefire) discus- 
sions,"said asource from Pak- 

istan's water ministry. 
An Indian government 

source also told Reuters there 
was "no change in stand" on 
the treaty. There was no 
immediate response from 
India's foreign ministry on 
the matter, or from officialsat 

Pakistan's water ministryand 
the information minister. 

Two sources from the 
Indian government told 
Reuters that all measures 
taken against Pakistan, 
including on trade and visas, 
would remainin place despite 
the pauseinviolence between 
the countries. India's foreign 
ministrydidnotimmediately 
respond toarequest for com- 

Pakistan, Jaishankar’s assertion 
underlines that Islamabad will 
have to pay a heavy price for 
state-sponsored terrorism. 

Sources said the decision to 
stop firing and military action 
wasworked out “directlybetween 
thetwocountries” and therewas 

no“third party involvement”. 
“The Pakistan DGMO initi- 

ated the call this afternoon, 

after which discussions took 
place andan understanding was 
reached. There is no decision to 
hold talks on any other issue at 
any other place,” a source,who 
did not wish to be named, said. 

Further, there are “no pre-con- 
ditions” and “no post-condi- 
tions”to the understanding, the 
source said. Earlier in the day, 
aftera phone conversation with 
Rubio, Jaishankar had said that 
India’s approach has always 
been measured and responsi- 
ble. Rubio, who also spoke to 
Munir, said that he “offered US 

assistanceinstarting construc- 

tive talks in order to avoid 
future conflicts”. 

RUBIO HAD ALREADY spoken to 

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and the fact that he esca- 
lated it to the Pak army chief was 
telling. That this was a late devel- 
opment precipitated bytheevents 
of thelast 48 hours - theblackouts 
and the attacks on eitherside - is 
clearfrom the chronology.On May 
1, Rubio had spoken to external 
affairs minister S Jaishankar and 

“encouraged India to work with 
Pakistan to de-escalate tensions 
and maintain peace and security 
in South Asia” That was seen as a 
perfunctorycall. OnMay 7,shortly 
after India struck at nine terror 
locationsin Pakistan and PoK,NSA 

AjitDovalbriefed Rubio. 
On May 8,Rubio spoke toJais- 

hankar and emphasised the need 
for“immediate de-escalation”. He 
expressed “US support for direct 
dialogue between India and Pak- 
istan and encouraged continued 
efforts to improve communica- 
tions”. This series of calls set the 
stage forwhat the USstate depart- 
mentcalleda“US-brokered cease- 
fire between India and Pakistan” 
initsannouncement. 

India insists that India and 
Pakistan came to an understand- 
ing bilaterally and there was “no 
third party involvement”. Besides 
Rubio, US President Donald 
Trump and Vice-President | D 
Vance also talked about their role. 

“Over the past 48 hours, @VP 
Vance and I have engaged with 
senior Indian and Pakistani offi- 
cials, including Prime Ministers 
Narendra Modi and Shehbaz 
Sharif, EAM S Jaishankar, Chief of 
Army Staff Asim Munir, and 
National Security Advisors Ajit 
Doval &Asim Malik,"Rubio posted 
onX, giving the cast of characters 
and the phone lines that worked 
between Delhi, Washington DC, 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.Vance, 
according to NYT, spoke to PM 
Modi.“Greatwork from the Presi- 
dent’s team, especially Secretary 
Rubio. And my gratitude to the 
leaders of India and Pakistan for 
theirhardwork andwillingnessto 
engage in this ceasefire,”the USVP 
posted onX.Afterthe May 7 strikes 
on headquarters of Lashkar-e- 
Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed in 

Pakistan, Delhi faced a barrage of 
drone attacks along the northern 
and western sectors of the border 
whichitmanagedtointercept.On 

the needle? 

L; 
US State Sécy Marco Rubio 

May 8, it hit and destroyed the air 
defence system in Lahore. Pak’s 
retaliation was aggressive in 
Jammu, Pathankot and Udham- 

pur,aswellasuptoJaisalmer.India 
was able to intercept about 400 
drones because of its air defence 
system. But, then Pakistan 
attacked Srinagar in the early 
hours on May 10. 

Butthelastthree nightsoften- 
sionaftermilitaryhostilities, Delhi 
woke up on Saturday with a Pak- 
istan attack that was intercepted 
in Sirsa — barely 240 km from 
Delhi. The target of locations like 
Chandigarh meant that the 
attacksand targetsbyPakonIndia 
were notjustconfined tothe north 
and western sectors of the India- 
Pakistan border. From the Indian 
perspective, the strategicimpera- 

tive of peace was important, after 
it had established superiority 
against Pak — by defending itself 
intheface of barrage ofdroneand 
missile attacks. For Pak, Gen 

Munir was also able to convey to 
his domestic audience that 
Rawalpindiwas not takingitlying 
down, and was able to respond 
aggressively against India. The 
needle moved in Washington DC 
asPakgottheIMFbailout package 
— despite India’s abstention. This 
gave Islamabad an off-ramp, as it 
wasableto portrayawin —despite 
Delhi’s objections. For Delhi, an 
uneasy peace has been secured — 
redlines on “terrorism have been 
drawn”—asan official source said 
that “any terror attack in future 
will be deemed asan act of war”, 
and it has clearly said that other 
diplomaticand economicretalia- 
tory steps will remain in place, 
including the abeyance of the 
World Bank-brokered Indus Water 
Treaty.The most challenging task 
will be that how long will the 
ceasefirehold —willbeuptotothe 
two  militaries and the 
establishment in Pak, led by Gen 
Munirand his NSA-cum-ISI chief 
Lt Gen Malik. 

Windsor outsells Nexon, Punch 
THE RECENT LAUNCH of the 

WindsorPro,whichfeaturesasig- 
nificantly larger 52.9-kWh bat- 
tery pack, is expected to further 
boostWindsor’slead. Market ana- 
lysts suggest this could intensify 
the competitive pressure on Tata 

Motors,especiallyasthe newvari- 
antpositionsitself against notjust 
the Nexonand Punch EVsbutalso 
Tatas newlylaunched CurvvEV. 

Windsor EV’s swift rise has 
been attributed toa combination 
of smart pricing strategies, prod- 
uct design, and aggressive mar- 
keting.Akeyfactorthatworkedin 
its favourwas the introduction of 
abatteryasaaervice (BaaS)model. 
Thisallowed buyerstoacquire the 
car for an initial price of ¥9.99 
lakh,excluding the cost of thebat- 
tery,which was offered on a pay- 
per-kilometre basis at ¥3.5 per 
km. This made the Windsor EV 
more financially accessible than 
Nexon EV,which startsat312.49 

lakh, and even the smaller Punch 

According to an industry 
expert, “This pricing strategy cre- 
atedaperception that consumers 
were gettingamorespacious, pre- 

miumvehicleatamoreaffordable 
price, which drew significant 
interest at dealerships”. Windsor 
EV also benefitted from three 
notable value additions — alife- 
timebatterywarrantyforthe first 
owner, a 60% buyback value 
assurance after three years or 
45,000 km,and one year of free 
access to public charging points 
linked via the MG eHUB app, 

tions across the country. 

While the original Windsor 
EVcamewitha 38-kWhbattery, 
the newly introduced Windsor 
Pro’s 52.9-kWh capacity makes 
itadirect challenger to the Tata 
CurvvEV,whichisavailablewith 

45-kWh and 55-kWh battery 
options. Priced from ¥17.49 
lakh to ¥21.99 lakh, Curvv EV 

has averaged 800 units in 
monthly sales, but analysts 
believe the more aggressively 
priced Windsor Pro,at ¥12.49 
lakh under the BaaS model and 
%17.49 lakh all-inclusive, will 

likely undercut Curvv’s momen- 
tum. There are reports of dis- 
counts of up to ¥1.71 lakh on 
CurvvEVmodels manufactured 
in 2024. Although Mahindra’s 
new EVs, BE 6 and XEV 9e, have 
garnered over 30,000 
bookings, their premium posi- 
tioning and higher battery 
capacities (59 kWhand 79 kWh) 
mean they cater to a different 

® COVID-19 MORTALITY DATA 

Excess deaths in line with 
pre-2020 trend, says govt 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, May 10 

INDIA'S CUMULATIVE EXCESS 

mortality for 2020-2021 was 
9.3% higher than expected 
deaths, a figure which was lower 
thanthat of the US, Italyand Rus- 
sia, official sources said, referring 
to the latest Civil Registration 
System (CRS) data. 

Sources pointed out that the 
number of deaths documented 
in the CRS has been increasing 
over time, even in the years pre- 
ceding the Covid-19 outbreakin 
2020, theysaid. 

The excess mortality is the 
additionalnumberof deaths,due 

to all causes during a crisis such 
asCovid-19,above the numberof 
deaths expected to be reported 
during"normal” conditions. 

The annual increment 
observed in a given year, com- 
pared to the previous year, has 
varied from 1.3% in 2016 to 
9.93%in 2019, withtheaverage 
increase over three preceding 
years (2016 to 2019) estimated 
at6.42% perannum.The annual 
secular increase in deaths regis- 
tered in CRS can be attributed to 
severalreasons,including alarger 
population cohort, maturing 
reporting  processes  and 
increased awareness of the need 
for registration,leading to higher 

Archery 
World Cup: 
India bag 
five medals 

h 
Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
strikes gold in Archery 
World Cup X 

=% 

CAPPING A DREAM comeback, 

Madhura Dhamangaonkar 
clinched her maiden individual 
World Cup gold to headline 
India's glittering medal collec- 
tion in the compound section, 
two gold, one silver and two 
bronze at the Archery Stage 2 
showpiece here on Saturday. 

Unranked for being in the 
sidelines for three years, Mad- 
hura produced a sensational 
upturn in the final, edging out 
USA's CarsonKrahe 139-138 to 
seal the top podium. 

The 24-year-old from Amra- 
vati, Maharashtra, had earlier 

bagged a team silver and a 
mixed teambronze,completing 
afinethree-medal haul. 

However, Madhura's indi- 

vidual finalwas aroller-coaster 
affair. She opened with a per- 
fect 30, including two Xs, but 

faltered with two 8sin the sec- 
ond end and a costly 7 in the 
third, trailing 81-85. Krahe, 
ranked 52nd and a World Cup 
team bronze medallist last 
year, capitalised with a perfect 
30 in the third end. Unde- 
terred, Madhura showed 

nervesof'steel, shootinganear- 
flawless 29 in the fourth to 
level the match at 110-all. 
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The annual increase can be 
attributed to a larger 
population cohort 

registration levels, sources said. 
Theannual secularincreaseisthe 
long-term,consistentincreasein 
deaths overayear.Thistrend has 
been further accentuated over 
the years by the mandatory 
requirements for death certifi- 
cateslinked to pension schemes, 
social securitybenefits,and prop- 
erty issues. Besides, Covid-19 
death compensation required 
death certification, prompting 
registration under CRS, the 
sources stated."Our teams con- 
ducted preliminary analyses of 
CRS data to assess cumulative 
excess deaths in the years 2020 
and 2021,"an official sourcesaid. 

Based on the three-year 
(2016-19), annual rate of 

increase of 6.42% mentioned 
above, the expected number of 
deaths would be 81,31,869 in 

2020and 86,54,185in2021. 
However,the observed deaths 

were 81,15,882 in 2020 and 

1,02,24,5061in 2021.The excess 
deaths, defined as observed 

minus  expected  deaths, 
were (-)15,987 and 15,70,321, 
respectively,the source said. 

"Thus, the total excess deaths 
over the two-year period 
amountedto 15,54,334.Asa per- 

centage, thisis 9.3% higherthan 
the expected deaths. This trans- 
lates into about 1,249 excess 

deaths per one million popula- 
tion,"the source said. 

It must be emphasised that 
excess deaths in these years are 
not equal to Covid-19 direct 
deaths, the source underlined. 

These excess deaths include 
reported Covid-19  deaths 
(4,81,080 by the end of 2021), 
unreported Covid-19 deaths, 
deathsduetoallothercauses,and 

possibleindirect effects of Covid- 
19."To benchmark these esti- 
mates, subject to more nuanced 
future analyses, we compared 
cumulative excess deaths in 
India for 2020 and 2021 with 
those of selected countries that 
provide publiclyavailable dataon 
excess mortality during thesame 
period,"the source said. 

US-China pursue Geneva 
talks on easing trade war 
REUTERS 
Geneva, May 10 

CHINESE VICE PREMIER He 
Lifeng held talks with US Trea- 
sury Secretary Scott Bessent on 

Saturday ina tentative first step 
towards defusing a trade war 
that is disrupting the global 
economy. Bessent and He were 
meeting in Geneva after weeks 
of growing tensions in which 
duties on goods imports 
between the world's two largest 
economies have soared far 
beyond 100%. 

The talks were still under 
way late on Saturday afternoon 
and were widely expected to 
continue on Sunday. 

Thetrade dispute,combined 
with US President Donald 
Trump's decision last month to 
impose duties on dozens of 
other countries, has disrupted 
supply chains, unsettled finan- 
cial markets and stoked fears of 
asharp global downturn. 

Thelocation of the talks in 
the Swiss diplomatic hub was 
not made public. However, 
witnesses saw both delega- 
tions returning to the resi- 

dence of Switzerland'sambas- 
sador to the UN in the leafy 
suburb of Cologny after a 
lunch break where they 
remained for several hours. 
They had met for around two 
hours in the morning at the 
gated villa which has its own 
private park overlooking Lake 
Geneva. Earlier, US officials 

including Bessent and US 
Trade Representative 

Jamieson Greer smiled as 

theyleft their hotelon theway 
to the talks, wearing red ties 
and American flags on their 
lapels. Bessent declined to 
speak to reporters. 

At the same time, Mercedes 
vans with tinted windows were 
seen leaving a hotel where the 

on the lakeside as runners 
preparing for a weekend 
marathon warmed up in the 
sunshine. 

Washington is seeking to 
reduceitstrade deficitwith Bei- 
jing and convince China to 
renounce what the United 
States says is amercantilist eco- 

nomic model and contribute 
more to global consumption, a 
shift that would require politi- 
cally sensitive  domestic 
reforms. Beijing has pushed 
back against what it sees as 
external interference. It wants 
Washington to lower tariffs, 
clarify what it wants China to 
buy more of,and treat it as an 
equal on the world stage. 

"China's determination to 
protect its national develop- 
ment interests is as solid as a 
rock,and its stance and goals in 
defending international fair- 
nessand justice,as wellas main- 
taining theglobal economicand 
trade order, remain unwaver- 

ing," Chinese state news agency 
Xinhuasaid inacommentaryon 
Saturday.With distrust running 
high, both sides have been keen 
not to appear weak, and eco- 
nomic analysts have lowexpec- 
tations of a breakthrough. 

US President Donald Trump 
said onFriday that an 809 tariff 
on Chinese goods"seemsright", 
suggesting for the first timea 
specificalternative tothe 145% 
levies he has imposed on Chi- 
neseimports. 

He has suggested the discus- 
sions were initiated by China. 
Beijing said the U.S. requested 
thediscussionsand that China's 
policyof opposing US tariffshad 
not changed. China could be 
looking for the same 90-day 
waiver on tariffs that Washing- 
tonhasgiven othercountriesas 
negotiations take place, while 
any kind of tariff reductionand 
follow-up talkswouldbe seenas 

last month after a Pakistan- ment on the matter. EV, priced from ¥9.99 lakh. which covers nearly 9,000 loca-  consumer segment. —PTl  Chinese delegation was staying  positivebyinvestors. 
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Diractoes of e Campany i schiedule ta be 1| | o5 dors agreed on Saturday statements are 2 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before Tax, 2722l 173522 500299 5 568.69 L775.07 429348 on Thursday, May 29, 2025, a the Registered greed. y 
Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) /139 1186 /002 208 o1 1293 Office of the Company at Plol Mo, 233 8 234 | | toanunconditional 30-day 1 f t t' I. 

y " Sector-58, Ballaboarh, Fandabad, Haryana - fi May 12 with COI'I ron a |°na 
3 | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before tax (after 2739.22 1546.65 5002.99 2568.69 1535.50 420348 131004 3 330 PM- o conslder irfer -aka, - ceasellre on May wit 

Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items) T T " T T T a) Tha Financial Statements of e Company for| | thebacking of US President THE KREMLIN ACCUSED 
i i the quarter endad on 31st March, 2025 and f g 4 r;:ect:r::; a/I (aL:;;L :oEr x:r:;::lrg: alftt:rrn tsa)x (after Znsiatl[l 120256 3786.02 1,044.65 1167.20 307032 ol ol star et g 05 181 Done.xldTrump,t.hrgatemr.lg !Europeancquntnesofmak- 

|p h P ! h " March, 2025 alang wnnrn wggenl of igsets| | President Vladimir Putin ing contradictory and con- 
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the periot & Liabslites and Cash Flow Stalement of the 5 < sve’ _ o 

[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period (after tax) 213566 | 1,194.99 3,658.67 1,949.20 1,159.63 2,942.97 Company for the fnancial year ended an 315t V\_’Ith new massive’ sanc frontational statements, 
and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] g lTviach. 2025 : ; ; tionsif hefailed to comply. after European leaders 

6 | Equity Share Capital 53333 133.33 53333 53333 13333 53333 b b?%: "g‘g&%‘?g‘m“a‘fm Efi"fn?fi?u'a'fifl The announcement backed a US plan fora 30- 

7 | Other Equity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) as shown | i i T 19112 i = 18.629.99 Financial Results for the. quartesyear anded | | wasmade bytheleaders of ¥ - day ceasefire in Ukraine. 
in the Audited Balance Sheet of the previous year | o o e ;" st Maflilf:z!‘ Al the squty| | DTitain, France, Germany, = = - “We hear many contradic- 

8 | Earnings Per Share (of % 10/- each) (for continuing s c'é..:;a.'-\: {;[‘5;1':”“; il | Poland and Ukraineaftera Leaders. .of Britain, France, Germany and Poland at tory statements from 
es e e ) 

and discontinued operations) (*Not Annualised) March 31, 2025. meeting in Kyiv, after the Mariinskyi Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday ae/em Europe. They are generally 

oo (g 22 255 L a0 255 2157 iy Cl‘)mr.mmg'—W"M"‘2 pEmssan el | which they held a phone confrontational in nature 
2. Diluted : (in %) 39.96 * 2255 * 70.99 36.46 * 21.89* 57.57 e R o mEs . . . . . 

o :rfiflfir.ng gé‘rzeéady inamated vide il 'Cgow daied| | call with Trump. The US  atanews conference. After engaging directly rather than aimed at trying 
otes: arch 26, n ascordance wilh Campany's . . . H . 5 5 

1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly/ Year ended Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI | | o af Conduct or Preuention of nsides Trading | | 1€2der, who wants a rapid Following throughon  with Russian officials, toreviveourrelations.Noth- 
(Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Year ended Financial Results are available on the Stock Exchange f&gflefh,smef'g"llle?-nm"rfi*;"fi:'nfie B:;U of ;‘_]fll: peace,hasnotcommented  the threatwouldbeadra-  clashing publicly with ing more,’ Kremlin 

B L o . » inition of Insider Trading) ang, . . . . . g 
websites (www.nseindia.com & wwwbseindia.com) and on the Company's website (www.grpweb.com). ) |25 amendad) the rading i desingn| | publicly on the courseof —matic sign of growing Zelensky and briefly cut- spokesman Dmitry Peskov 

2 The above results have been reviewed by the Audit committee and approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on 9th May, 2025. e ety shisre il ool o e ciossd B W 11 of h B £ . ital mili id id id in "h: 
3 Figures for the previous period are regrouped/reclassified wherever necessary, to make them comparable. Ear all d’:asigrlalsfl persansiclass cr_da'svgnamd action. "So _a ot us here Western unlty . after tlng ‘_’Ita mi Itary aid to Sa.l . Presi .ent Putin "has 

persons il 48 howrs afer the declzrstion offinancial | | together with the US are months of unpredictable  Ukraine, the Trump said that heisreadyforcon- 
resaills for thes quanar and year ended March 31 : P P . s s . . " 

FORGRPLIMITED | | 2028 1o 8 s O, 2025 Lnckisseel calilr‘llg Pgtl‘fiout. If tl; is ;ISupohcyt that k‘llas Siin ad?;lnljgatgfn b Kheixs ’lc)actksu WIEE uzgg ileaderi 7 
HARSH R. GANDHI For CENLUB INDUSTRIES LIMITED serious about peace, then rump ear P e patche p ties w! yiv ‘esKov sald. s open to 

Place : Mumbai MANAGING DIRECTOR AN MTTS:{: hehasachancetoshowit,” approach of his predeces-  and signed an arduously- interaction with leaders...” 

Date : 9 May, 2025 DIN: 00133091 | |pjage: Faridabad WHOLE TME DIRECTOR| | British Prime Minister sor since entering the negotiated mineral —REUTERS 
|Date: 10.052025  DIN: 00041985 ] | Kejr Starmertoldreporters ~ White House in January.  resourcesdeal. 
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